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We’re thrilled that you’re here and wish to extend the warmest of  
welcomes for this year’s May Merriment XXXIX Blue & Gold Gala. 

Since the initial meeting months ago, the overwhelming excitement for this year’s May Merriment  
planning committee was all about being able to gather in-person. We couldn’t wait to see, visit and cel-
ebrate our colors and the spirit of Marquette with each and every one of you - safely and face-to-face!   

It’s been more than a year now since life as we know it was put to a halt, but we at Marquette are counting 
our blessings. 

In ordinary times Marquette Academy does an extraordinary job. In times of a pandemic, this institution 
has moved heaven and earth to keep our classrooms open to in-person learning - which is abundantly 
clear – there is NO SUBSTITUTE. Our administration, teachers, coaches and staff members have worked 
diligently to continue to provide our kids with top-notch, in-person Catholic education, stellar sports pro-
grams and extra-curricular activities that our kids need. It’s what Marquette Academy has been known for 
since the very beginning and we can’t thank them enough.

Additionally, throughout the year we were blessed to continue having some new and successful fundrais-
ing events, all of which helped support tonight’s Blue & Gold Gala.

The MMM fundraising season kicked off late last summer on a beautiful evening under the lights and on 
the lawn of our lovely courtyard grotto area. Here, we responsibly gathered to enjoy delicious food, lovely 
cocktails and live music at our own Mini Ravinia. This special event was the first of its kind at Marquette 
and it certainly won’t be the last. 

Of course none of this would be possible without the generous support of our sponsors and members of 
our Marquette family. There are so many contributors always helping – getting together and developing 
new and innovative ways to promote and raise money, and they have a great time doing it - all for Mar-
quette. Please know how important each and everyone of you are to the spirit and success of this school.

We are thrilled to celebrate Marquette Academy and it’s glorious colors tonight at May Merriment XXXIX, 
the Blue & Gold Gala.

Your chairmen,

Mary and Pete McGrath
Diane and Charlie Mitchell
Amy and Dan Thomas

Welcome!



Thank You 

to our Gold Sponsors:
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Dear Friends of Marquette Academy,

This year has certainly been one for the record books, 
one that we certainly will never forget. Through the 
difficulties we have seen throughout the past year we 
have become refocused on what is most important in 
our lives. Through the challenges we have faced we 
have become stronger and more resilient. We made it 
through all of this with dedication, tenacity and faith. 
We have come so far because we are Crusaders!  I 
can not think of a better May Merriment theme to 
celebrate all that we have accomplished this year than 
the colors and heart of our amazing school. On behalf 
of Marquette Academy I would like to welcome you to 
Marquette May Merriment 39 “Blue and Gold Gala”.

An event of this magnitude can only happen with the 
dedication and leadership of our chairpersons and 
their support staff. Our chairpersons this year Mary 
and Pete McGrath, Diane and Charlie Mitchell, and 
Amy and Dan Thomas have our gratitude for their tire-
less efforts in producing and redesigning this tremen-
dous event. Once again, despite all of the difficulties 
and complications, our Advancement Office staff; Julie 
Verona, Danielle Entwistle, and Diane Whalen have 
gone above and beyond and should be applauded for 
their creativity and support to our many committees. 

In addition, I would like to personally thank all of the 
hosts and attendees of our various gift- gathering par-
ties for your time and generosity and to those volun-
teers who have helped not only tonight, but through-
out the entire year. We are most appreciative of your 
time, talent and effort.

As you browse through this year’s catalogue, you will 
find numerous items that have been donated or pur-

chased by various peoples or groups. As you view the 
many gifts, please give consideration to the many mer-
chants who have so generously made these gifts avail-
able to us to make our auction possible. Thank you to 
our local merchants for their numerous donations and 
for their support of our efforts over the years, you are 
essential to our success.

At this time I would also like to acknowledge and 
thank the faculty, staff and administration of Mar-
quette Academy for their dedication and commit-
ment to Catholic education. I would also like to thank 
the Pastors Board and the Advisory Council for their 
continued time, help, support and dedication to the 
success of Marquette Academy.

On behalf of the students, administration, faculty, 
staff, Pastors Board and the Advisory Council, I would 
like to thank all of you whom have made this event 
possible. The goal of the Academy is to continue to 
make a difference in the lives of our students. With the 
help from supporters such as you we will continue to 
move forward in our mission of providing high quality 
catholic education for future generations of Crusaders 
and Knights. Through your generosity, now more than 
ever, you can help to ensure that every student at  
Marquette Academy can continue to grow spiritually,  
emotionally, and academically.

May God bless you and your families. Thank you again 
for your generous support of Marquette Academy.

Respectfully, 

Brooke Rick 

MESSAGE FROM OUR PRINCIPAL



Auction Program

Saturday, May 15, 2021 at Marquette Academy High School, 1000 Paul Street, Ottawa

BLUE & GOLD MMM39Gala

5:00pm

5:30pm

7:00pm

8:00pm

Outdoor Mass by the Grotto

Check-in, appetizers and drinks 
Silent Auction & Raffles

Appetizers 
Antipasto Skewers
Italian Sausage Bites
Bruschetta
Fried Ravioli 

Starters 
House Salad - Mixed greens,  
red onion, cherry tomato, croutons 
with Mona’s house dressing on side
Dinner rolls 

Dinner
Filet Mignon - cooked medium
Shrimp Scampi
Garlic Mashed Potatoes
Mixed Vegetables 

Dessert 
Eli’s Cheesecake 
 
Catered by  Bernardi’s

Welcome & Announcements in Bader Gym 
Entertainment 
Live Auction 
Fund-a-Need 
Raffle Winners Announced

Sit-down Dinner

May Merriment Fundraisers for 2020-21

Thank You

Mini Ravinia   September 25 - $2821

Fall Mums Online Sale September $1200

Rip’s Party   October 10 - $3930

Gift Gathering Party  October $1000 (Nelson’s) 

Wreaths & Greens  November 2020 - $2000

Alfano’s Pizza Sales  November -  $2480 

Merry Everything  December - $22,849

Dress Down Week  February - $2790 (GS and HS) 

Gift Gathering Raffle March - Blackstone Raffle Donation (Craig) 

Joseph D. O’Brien, Sr. Visionary Award
 
This annual award is named for the man who initiated and assisted in the development of our annual dinner/
auction fundraiser, Marquette May Merriment.  There have been countless volunteers who have dedicated 
themselves to this cause over the last 39 years since its inception.

Mr. O’Brien and other visionaries and dedicated volunteers like him are the soul of Marquette Academy. 
Recipients are given a personal plaque engraved with the following:

This award is presented to an exceptional volunteer, who has generously shared his or her time, 
talents, wisdom, and prayers for the continued success of Marquette Academy.
 
2002 Joe O’Brien, Sr.
2003 Dee Niklas
 Dorothy Boisso
2004 Lavina Hellman
 Frances Christensen
2005 Bill Gretencord
 Jim Conness
2006 Jim & Nancy Fewell
2007 Dee Anderson
2008 Bernie Bingaman
2009 Ray Kotek
2010      Jim & Alice McGinnis

2011 Bill & Jo Parrott
2012 Pat Whalen
2013 Mike McGrogan
2014 Don & Judy Kiesig
2015 Dan Reynolds and Jerry Halterman
2016 Tim Durdan
2017 Lori Jesse 
2018 Deanna Crowley
2019 Dianne Thompson 
2020 Online Auction - no recipient 
2021 To be announced at MMM XXXIX
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Raffles

BIG CASH RAFFLE Package #900 
Don’t miss your chance to win the Big Cash Raffle!! This raffle is an integral part of our May Mer-
riment Fundraiser, with the largest raffle prize give-away in the area! You could win $25,000, 
$5,000, $2,500, $1,000 or $500.  Sales will close at 7:00pm on May 15, 2021.

Early Bird drawing will be held Friday, May 7, 2021.

First Prize   $25,000
Second Prize  $5,000
Third Prize  $2,500
Fourth Prize  $1,000 
Fifth Prize $500
Early Bird on 5/7/21-$1,000

Thank you to our GoClub sellers for your efforts in making the raffle a success!

Chance for a Chance  Package #1200 
For just $10 you can purchase a chance to win two chances to win $25,000 in the Big Cash Raffle! 
If your name is drawn, you will have two stubs for the Big Cash Raffle filled out in your name and 
put into the drawing at the end of the evening. Sales will close at 7:00 p.m. on May 15th. Good luck-
and then Good Luck!

FULL TUITION RAFFLE  Package #1000 
We are selling 125 - $100 chances to win a full year’s tuition for the 2021-22 school year. Full 
tuition will be applied to one elementary or high school student’s tuition (fees not included). Sales 
will close at 7:00pm on May 15, 2021.

Blackstone Grill Package  Package #1100  
Buy your chance to win this awesome Blackstone air fryer/grill package. You can also sear, roast, 
bake and saute’.  Included is a $300 gift card to Polancics Meat Market so you can stock up. You will 
also receive $300 worth of heavy duty grilling utensils and a canvas Marquette grill apron. Chanc-
es are $20 each and only 100 will be sold. Sales will end at 7:00 p.m. on May 15th. Oh what a host 
you will be! Donated by Paul & Breck Craig, Kevin & Patty Knoblauch, and Jackpot Slots.

Guests are required to wear a mask unless seated at your table.

Please distance from others and do not crowd tables or bar area. 
(We have waitresses who can assist you.)

Please notice spacing marks on the floor.

Thank you for your cooperation. 

Safety

How to USe MOBILE BIDDING 

Mobile Bidding for the Silent Auction, Raffles, and Fund-a-Need
 
1. REGISTER YOUR SMARTPHONE
•   All guests must register a smartphone upon arrival at the event or to bid.  Couples will be linked to the same bid number.
•  You will be asked to register your credit card for easy checkout on your phone.
•  Mobile Bidding is used for Silent Auction, Raffles, $100 Tickets and Fund-A-Need. (Live Auction will be done with your paddle or proxy bid.)
•  Once your smartphone is registered, you’ll receive an automated welcome text message containing your bidder URL (link). If you don’t 

receive a text message, see any of our help staff for assistance.
•  If you do not have a smartphone or need help bidding, notify your waitress, and you will be assigned a bidding buddy to assist you.

2. USE YOUR SMARTPHONE TO FIND SILENT AUCTION ITEMS
• Click the link in your automated text message, confirm your name. If the name displayed isn’t correct see a Check-in Staff member. 
• Search for silent auction items by number, keyword or category, or find items with no bids. 

3. START BIDDING!
• Silent auction items will be on display in the gym, so grab a drink and an appetizer, and browse our fabulous items for bid!
• Silent Booth workers can also assist you if you need help.
• Bid by increment, set a maximum bid or choose “Watch” silent auction items. 
• If you are outbid you will be notified by text message.
• Keep an eye on your bids by clicking the person icon on the upper right home screen.
• Silent Auction booths will all close at the same time after the Live Auction. The guest with the highest bid will be notified via text. 

4. CHECKOUT
• Convenient, checkout is available on your phone; pay with your registered credit card. At auction end, My Bill displays all 

items and charges, previous payments, and the total balance due. To pay the balance with a credit card, click the Express 
Checkout button, then proceed to checkout area near bleachers to pick up purchased items. To pay by check or cash proceed 
to the checkout representatives near bleachers.

Please let your waitress know if you need assistance. Our Bidding experts can help you with any issues or  
questions you may have throughout the evening. 



To view auction items and bid,
visit our Auction website at
www.bidpal.net/mmm39

SILENT and LIVE AUCTION RULES

1. The Silent Auction booths will be open for bidding at 3:00 p.m. on May 7, 2021 and will continue without interruption until the 
Live Auction ends on May 15, 2021.  All booths will close at the same time.
 2. All Silent Auction bidding must be done through BidPal on a phone or device.  The highest bid constitutes the winning bid.  
Winner will be notified via text. 
 3.  You must register your smartphone and provide an email at check-in. After registration you will receive an individual URL (link) 
to start bidding on the Silent Auction. Couples use the same bidder number.
 4. Each item on the Silent Auction has a number and will be displayed in the gym and listed in the online catalog at  
www.bidpal.net/mmm39.
 5. In the event of a dispute, the Academy auction official shall act as the final authority and shall determine the winning bidder.  
The Auction official’s decision is final.
 6. Live Auction items will be on display when doors open at 5:30 p.m. in order to give you an opportunity to view the various items 
prior to bidding. Proxy Bids will be accepted for the Live Auction only and must be turned in by May 10, 2021  by 9:00 am in the 
Advancement Office at the High School. Forms are available in the office, or online at www.marquetteacademy.net.
7.  In order to enter a bid on the live auction, a bidder must raise his or her paddle high and attract the attention of the auctioneer 
or spotter.
8. Use only the paddle number assigned to you to bid.  Your number is your identification located on the paddle at your table. Your 
bidder number is also located on your phone.
 9.  Payment may be made with cash, check, Visa, Discover, or MasterCard.  Payment in full the evening of the auction is mandatory. 
You may register your credit card at check-in and pay on your device for all Silent and Live Auction items. 
10. Auction items will be removed only by Silent Booth representatives after exhibiting a paid receipt to an Academy Checkout 
representative.
11. All sales are final and there will be no exchanges or refunds on items except where specified.
12. Unless otherwise specified, all auction items and services must be used by May 15, 2022.
13. Any bidder not making arrangements for payment in full to the Advancement Office by May 18, 2021, will forfeit his/her rights 
to purchase. 
14. To avoid disappointment, please contact the donors of trips, dinners, and all other services as soon as possible after the May 
Merriment Auction to inform them that you have the winning bid and to make necessary arrangements.  This is a courtesy which 
should be extended to all donors.
15. When an item has not been displayed, the purchaser will receive a “Bearer Letter” which can be picked up in the gym.
16. The auction checkout invoice or phone invoice will serve as your official receipt for items purchased.  The value set for each 
item is a good faith estimate for the fair market value as required by the IRS.
17. In cases where more than one bidder shares in the cost of a Live Auction item, the group must have one payer, and square-up 
on their own terms.
18. Marquette Academy makes no expressed or implied warranties on auction items other than those from the manufacturer.
19. All auction items must be removed from Marquette Academy this evening or on Monday, May 17, 2021 between 9am and 3pm.
20. Decisions of the Auctioneer shall be final.
21. Each person issued a bid number assumes all risks and hazards related to the auction and items obtained at the auction.  Each 
bidder agrees to hold harmless from any liability arising there from Marquette Academy, its elected and appointed officials, 
members, employees, the auctioneer, the auction company and its agents and employees, the event organizers, sponsors, and or 
volunteers connected with the auction.

Auction Rules Silent AUCTION
The Silent Auction will open for bidding on Friday, May 7,  2021 at 3:00pm.  The 
SIlent Auction will close at the end of the Live Auction at approximately 10:00pm.

All the items are showcased on our auction website at:

www.bidpal.net/mm39
100 St. Xavier  - Outings, Experiences, Things to Do

200 Sisters of Mercy - Garden, Flowers, Outdoor Living

300 Knights- Kitchen, Food Stuffs, Crafts, Kids, Women’s, Jewelry, Home Furnishings, Electronics

400 Crusaders - Marquette Spirit, Men’s, Services, Pets

500 Gold Super Silent - Special Items

750-799 - Grub Grab (restaurant gift certificates)



LIVE AUCTION
1. St. Louis Cardinal Getaway in honor of Sandy Kotek
Donated by: Father David Kipfer, Star Ford Rentals

For Sandy, the only team that came close to her beloved Crusaders were the St. Louis Cardinals! Think of 
her when you enjoy an exciting getaway to the Hilton at the Ballpark in downtown St. Louis and then catch a 
game of your choosing.  Hilton St. Louis is close to Ballpark Village, a popular area for sports, dining, and night 
life and it is 100 yards from Busch Stadium.  Marvel at the views from the 360 rooftop bar on the 26th floor or 
watch the game on the tv’s inside as you savor a delicious dinner. This package includes: a $250 Cardinal Gift 
Card to use for game tickets, fan gear, concessions or Cardinals Nation Restaurant; a $250 Hilton gift card 
to pay for your stay; and a $200 Visa gift card to use as you wish. You will also receive a certificate from Star 
Ford Rentals for one  unlimited mileage weekend car rental with a tank of gas. Make your own arrangements 
with this versatile package.

2. Party with the Killelea Family!
Donated by: Laurie and Steve Killelea (‘83) Lisa Killelea (‘90)

Bid high to win this exclusive dinner party in the country home of Steve and Laurie Killelea.  Sit down dinner 
for 5 couples includes pulled pork or rib-eye steak with all of the fixins’ and a yummy dessert, plus adult bev-
erages and other fun stuff!  Pick a mutually agreed upon date in summer, fall or winter for your down home 
private shindig!

3. Holiday Meat Package
Donated by: Handy Foods, McGrogan Family 

From local, popular Handy Foods Deli-be the highest bidder and you can enjoy this package of meats for the 
upcoming holidays:
• Memorial Day- 5 lbs. bratwurst and 5 lbs. Leon’s hotdogs
• July 4th-10 lbs. fresh and lean ground beef patties
• Labor Day- 5 lbs. Italian sausage and 5 lbs. Leon’s hotdogs
• Thanksgiving-Honeysuckle Turkey (up to 20 lb.)
• Christmas/New Year-Prime Rib Roast (up to 15 lb.)
• Easter- bone-in Ham (up to 10 lbs.)

4. Gourmet Basque Dinner with Father Caster
Donated by: Father Gary Caster 

The only thing Father Caster loves more than his Birkenstock’s is cooking!  A group of 8 will join Father at the 
St. Pat’s rectory on a mutually agreed upon date for a gourmet Basque dinner prepared by Father himself.  
You will enjoy a culinary experience from the south of France including dessert.

NEW!

NEW!
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5. Dalhousie Golf Club Overnight
Donated by: Dalhousie Golf Club

Golf like the pro’s!  Ranked #1 in the state of Missouri, Dalhousie features 18 holes designed by Gary Nick-
laus.  Dalhousie Golf Club is tucked away from all of the commercialization of Cape Girardeu, MO which 
provides for breathtaking scenery.  This fully private golf course provides many amenities.  With a Scottish 
flare and luxury cottages, it’s a golfers dream!  Four people will enjoy 2 rounds of golf and an overnight stay in 
two of the cottages.

6. See items numbers: 519, 520,521 on Silent Auction to place your bid.

7. Sunset Dinner Cruise
Donated by: Andrea and Tim Barker

Enjoy a surf-and-turf dinner for six at Lake Holiday.  After a relaxing meal, fill your glass and watch the sun set 
as your captain, Tim, ferries you around the lake.  Date to be mutually agreed upon.

8. Tennessee Whiskey Adventure
Donated by: Past MM Chairmen 

Two of you will greatly enjoy this long weekend getaway! You will receive three (3) nights at the Loews 
Vanderbilt Hotel in Nashville.  Your experience will include an immersive, guided tour by a whiskey expert. 
You will salute Jack Daniels at his gravesite, receive an elevated tasting of premium whiskeys, and then have 
lunch in Lynchburg! Travel must be completed within two years from the date of purchase.

9. 1/4 Black Angus Beef
Donated by: Dittmer Farms 

One quarter of the whole purebred Black Angus steer. 100% naturally fed without the use of antibiotics.  Cus-
tom cut at the Earlville cold storage.  This is approximately 200 pounds of fresh freezer beef cut to your specs.  
Contact Dittmer’s in early June.

10. Ghost Hunting ... if you dare!
Donated by: Tara (‘99) and Paul DeMink

Save the date. December 4, 2021 from 6-8 p.m., 8 of you will be very spooked at an overnight ghost hunt at 
the historic Randolph County infirmary in Winchester, Indiana. Bring your own bedding and sleeping gear to 
stay inside, or get a hotel nearby.  During your stay enjoy pizza, snacks, and soft drinks.  The asylum was built 
in 1899 to serve the poor and indigent in the area. It was later used as a orphanage, homeless shelter, foster 
home, mental institution and rehab facility. It has been legitimately haunted by all of these souls.  The location 
has been featured on Ghost Adventures, Paranormal Lockdown and Destination Fear.

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!



11. Cancun Paradise Vacation
Donated by: MM Past Chairmen

Visitors seeking a relaxing beach vacation will delight in Cancun’s unparalleled tropical beauty.  This beach-
front property is located just steps from the world’s second largest coral reef-one of Cancun’s best spots for 
snorkeling and scuba diving.  The Westin Resort offers a private white sandy beach, four pools, lighted tennis 
court, fitness studio and spa.  Two people will receive round-trip airfare from any US airport, daily breakfast 
and 5 nights at the Westin Resort. Travel must be completed within two years from the date of purchase.

12. Room Refresh 
Donated by: Your Interior Motives

We’ve all spent a lot of time at home this past year. Is your home ready for a Re-Do?  Re-Imagine, Re-Arrange, 
Re-Design!  Your favorite design firm, Your Interior Motives will come to your home and do as much as you 
and your room deserve.  From furniture re-arranging for a whole new layout or a plan for new furniture, pic-
ture hanging or paint consultation.  The decorators will finish your new room with a ‘piece de resistance’ from 
their fabulous home interior store to help you live with what you love!

13. Destination Kohler - 5 Star Resort
Donated by: THE BLUE AND GOLDEN GIRLS: Alice McGinniis (‘54), Mary Alice Hughes (‘57), Deanna Crowley, 
Dianne Thomspon (‘66), Dolores Anderson, Louise Harmon (‘66), Sue English (‘68), Peg McGrath 

Kohler, Wisconsin is just 3.5 hours away.  There’s no place like it in America.  From a 5-star resort hotel, to 
rustic cabins, to a 3-star hotel, you can choose your stay and activities at this beautiful resort near Lake Michi-
gan.  You’ll feel like you are in Ireland as you admire the Championship golf courses.  Visit the spa or shops, 
experience indoor or outdoor dining, go hiking, hunting or kayaking to connect with nature.  Or, golf like the 
pros on this rugged sculpted course along 2 miles of Lake Michigan shoreline.  This trip will be a definite treat 
for wellness of mind, body and soul. You will receive a $1,000 gift card to plan your experience as it suits you.

14. Custom Painted Marquette Art
Donated by: Madison Snook - MAHS senior 

One-of-a-kind painting of the Marquette Shield done by senior student Madison Snook. This painting was 
created using oil paints over mixed media. It is inspired by The Marquette crest and Crusaders! 24x30”

15. Joie de vivre - The Joy of Living 
Donated by: Dan & Amy (‘90) Thomas, Pete (‘86) & Mary McGrath, Charlie (‘82) & Diane Mitchell, Phyllis & Bill (‘56) 
Durdan, Maria (‘85) & Andy (‘85) Durdan

8-10 couples will enjoy an afternoon of adult beverages and fun by Durdan’s pond, then will gather around 
the table for a classic, American seafood boil.  This boil will feature fresh from the coast shrimp, clams, oys-
ters, crabs and other seafood options-with potatoes, corn, smoked sausages-and of course plenty of butter, 
lemons and a unique variety of southern inspired hot sauces. Prepared by master-griller, Doug. You’ll think 
you are in bayou country! Date to be determined by winning bidder and donors.  

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

NEW!

Fund-a-Need
In “normal” times, we already ask a lot of our teachers.  We ask 

them to provide an exceptional education, be a good role model, 

and engage in our students’ lives.  Our teachers rise to the chal-

lenge in a remarkable way, despite having less resources and 

lower salaries than their public-school-system counterparts.  

Their dedication, hard work, and generosity is a sign that some-

thing special is taking place at Marquette Academy.

 

This year, of course, has been far from normal.  More than once, 

they were asked to transition from in-person to virtual learning 

on short notice.  To make the leap, our teachers had to use new tools and strategies and learn 

how to master them very quickly.  Even when we were in-person, our teachers maintained 

a virtual classroom for students choosing to stay home, increasing their workload to better 

serve our students.  In short, more has never been asked of them and they did it.

 

As we look forward to a new year and the hope of the pandemic ending, we cannot forget to 

say thank you.  The hard work and dedication of our faculty is what allowed us to continue 

to take care of our students in the face of enormous challenges.  As a token of our gratitude, 

this year’s fund-a-need is to provide bonuses for our faculty and staff.  The amount we give 

them will not be close to what they deserve, but hopefully it expresses the heartfelt grati-

tude of Marquette Academy for their service.

In Christ,

Father Ryan Mattingly

Chaplain

Marquette Academy

Package # 800 
Donate online!
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 Emily Reardon
At first, the biggest challenge of teaching during this pan-
demic was having to figure out how to transfer my cur-
riculum to an online setting and teaching exclusively online, 
which was something I had never done before. It was kind of 
like a “trial by fire.” However, when we came back to in-per-
son learning, I faced many challenges. I was, and still am to an 
extent, constantly worried about not only my own health and 
safety, but also the health and safety of all my students and 
my high-risk family members that I could potentially expose 
if I brought the virus home. I couldn’t bear the thought of 
losing a loved one, or having one of my students get sick and 
never return to class. I would lay awake at night worried that 
there was a chance that I would be attending another one of 
my student’s funerals, or even worse, plan a funeral for one 
of my family members. Furthermore, when we came back 
to in-person learning, I knew I was going to be fighting the 
battle of people thinking that my students were “behind”, 
and I wanted to do my best to help them catch up, but not 
overwhelm them in the process. I knew I had to guide these 
learners and help them reach their goals, but I also knew 
that the effects of the pandemic meant that I wouldn’t be 
my best, because I was still learning and adapting to all the 
changes, rules, and regulations, too.  There have been many, 
many times during this school year where I have sat, alone in 
my room, with tears in my eyes, because the whole situa-
tion was so overwhelming that I felt like I was completely 
failing them as a teacher. In the past twelve months, I have 
dealt with some of the worst anxiety and depression that I 
have ever faced, and I have tried my best to be the teacher 
my students need me to be in spite of all of it - but there are 
still times when I wonder if I am doing enough, if I am giving 
them the education they need and pay for, while taking their 
mental and physical health into account. It has been hard to 
deal with all of these feelings. Sometimes, I feel like David 
going up against Goliath, but at least I am still here - and I am 
healthy. For that, at the very least, I am thankful. 
 
For me, the most rewarding part of teaching/working during 
the pandemic has been seeing my students every day. This 
pandemic has opened my eyes to something I used to take 
for granted - but never will again. All too often, teachers (my-
self included) get into a routine with our students. We see 
them at their desks, we grade their work, but how much do 
we really know them? When they smile, do we notice? When 
they laugh, do we hear it? When they are having an off day, 
can we tell? The most rewarding part of this pandemic for me 
has been getting to know my students in a way I never had 
before. This is something I know I will never take for granted 
again. The icing on the cake, though, has been watching my 
students commit to their education and work just as hard as 
they usually do - in spite of everything that’s been thrown at 

them. This has given me a new sense of pride in my students. 
I celebrate their achievements just as much as they do. Get-
ting to watch them grow, not only as learners, but as young 
adults despite this situation has been such a wonderful 
experience. Most days, my students are what keep me going. 
They make me want to come to work. They make me want 
to do better. They make me believe in a better tomorrow. 
Because of them, I haven’t lost hope. They don’t know this, 
but sometimes, I look in their eyes as they watch me teach-
ing them, and I just feel like - as bad as it is right now - it’s all 
going to be ok. 
 
 
Naomi Pickens
The biggest challenge of teaching/working through the 
pandemic is:

Engagement/motivation from the students. It’s difficult 
when everything is changing to get up the motivation to plan 
a project or an event if you think there is a chance it might 
not even happen. 

The most rewarding part of teaching/working through the 
pandemic is:

The students’ resilience. From the beginning of the pandemic 
we’ve worried about what this is doing to our students, and I 
think, in lots of ways, it is making them stronger and more re-
silient. It’s encouraging to see that in our future generations.

Rob Thompson
Biggest Challenge:  Getting through the stress of changing 
the way we teach.
 
Most rewarding:  Our principal fought hard to keep our 
school running as normal as possible, five days a week, when 
we could have taken the easy route like many other schools.
 

Pat Sullivan
I think that the biggest challenge during this pandemic is 
to make sure that kids are getting the same curriculum and 
learning that they would get if they were attending in-person 
classes.
The most rewarding part is that the kids are glad to be back 
in class, learning and socializing with their classmates.
 
 
Cally Diss
The biggest challenge of teaching/working through the 
pandemic and the most rewarding part of teaching/work-

Andrew Noble
The biggest challenge has been the switch from in-person to 
remote and the uncertainty involved in the timing. This, paired 
with also supporting remote learners while in-person, has 
been the largest challenge.
 
The most rewarding aspect of this is seeing students becom-
ing more comfortable using technology. While many students 
already were proficient with computers and proper usage 
before this crisis, now almost all students display a knowledge 
that they just didn’t have before. In this day and age, knowing 
how to use technology is arguably the most important skill, 
and thus, I think this was the most rewarding.
 
Clara O’Neal
 The biggest challenge of teaching/working through the pan-
demic is trying to hear the little ones speak through their face 
masks and not being able to reach everyone virtually during 
the shutdown periods.
 
The most rewarding part of teaching/working through the 
pandemic was learning how to maneuver through Google 
Classroom, Google Meets, and Zoom meetings!  I think this 
past year all of us educators became first-year teachers again, 
learning the ins-and-outs of teaching virtually.  We ALL got an 
education this year!
 
Michelle Jewett
Teaching three-year-old preschool was more challenging than 
I expected. I would post recorded videos of myself singing, 
doing calendar time, letter time, and story time (My aide 
posted a story time, too!) everyday. I have students who come 
to school three days a week (MWF), some who come two days 
(T/Th), and some who come every day! I had to create three 
different classrooms for each of these groups of students. 
We would post every day, plus we would add in our work-
sheets, a fully prepped craft project, extra fun (experiments 
or online games), gross motor activities, name work, letter 
work, music/dance, etc. We also did multiple Google meets 
for the students to see us and their friends and visit. When we 
were face-to-face, I would have the online students join us for 
calendar time and story time, seeing that we are constantly 
moving in the classroom.
 
I think the most rewarding part of teaching through the pan-
demic was being so involved with the parents of children at 

this young of age. Being able to work hand-in-hand with par-
ents or grandparents in order to get my students where they 
need to be, not only made me more confident and comfort-
able...it made the students more confident and comfortable 
when we came back face-to-face.
 
Stacy O’Dell
The biggest challenge is the extra cleaning; the rewarding part 
is working with such a great group of people and seeing the 
kids have fun being in school!
 
Heinz Suppan
Here are a couple of things I experienced in the past year to 
survive the pandemic as a dedicated teacher who was able to 
keep my students involved and wanting to continue to learn.
I knew I was a prime target for the Covid virus, but I wanted 
to continue to do what I like doing best, teaching my students 
and encouraging them to continue with their studies while 
having to be exposed to a whole different world of lockdowns 
and threats of being isolated from members of their families 
and friends.
 
As I see it, the most rewarding part of teaching is to watch the 
students learn and be able to use what they have studied and 
learned to apply themselves as useful citizens, who are willing 
to share their education and experiences with others.  During 
this pandemic and virtual learning what I felt was personally 
rewarding was the fact that I was literally forcing myself to 
learn new technology in order to communicate lesson plans 
to my students, and I also felt blessed to know many of my 
colleagues who were so willing to show me what to do to be-
come efficient with this new technology.  Again, watching the 
students via distance learning, attending regularly scheduled 
sessions and doing well with completing their homework as-
signments and doing well on their tests was really rewarding 
enough for me.  After serving thirty-eight years at Marquette, 
I have seen so many changes and watched older teachers and 
staff work and depart for other experiences as they were 
being replaced by new teachers and staff and doing whatever 
I could to be of assistance to them.  Again, that was enough 
reward for me. There must have been some reason why I have 
been with Marquette so long, and I think it was the feeling of 
belonging and feeling like a member of the Marquette family 
that was my own personal reward.  It did not take a virus to 
give me that feeling. 
 

Challenges and Rewards of Virtual 
Learning from our teachers’ perspective.



well as the incredible amount of technology we required of 
them to quickly become adept as e-learners.  
 
Kathryn Ewers
The biggest challenges of teaching/working through the 
pandemic were concerns about transmission of the virus.  Not 
only did I worry about bringing it home to my family, I also 
worried about the transmission among the students.  I was 
apprehensive about coming back to school, but my students 
were so receptive and respectful and made sure we had a safe 
learning environment for all.   The students were very recep-
tive and respectful of their peers and my feelings.  
In addition, I felt the constant struggle trying to be “as good 
as I used to be.” Oftentimes I would beat myself up about not 
providing for the kids what I “used to.”  I believe part of the 
challenge was the fact that this year is just mentally exhaust-
ing.    
 
 The most rewarding part of teaching is that we all have 
learned to appreciate the little things.  I love being with my 
kids and hearing about how they are no longer taking for 
granted what they once used to expect.   I love chatting with 
them about their hopes, dreams, and fears.  I love talking 
about what’s happening in the world and most importantly 
relating Covid back to science.  The pandemic has given me 
real world teaching opportunities. 
 
At Marquette I have been blessed with the best students!  I 
feel so fortunate to be back with them all!  
 
Jeff Newbury
The biggest challenge for me was being able to provide the 
same or similar experience for the students that were virtual 
learners compared to the in-class students.  I had to search for 
innovative ways to have them experience science in a virtual 
environment. 
 
The most rewarding part during the pandemic was the fact 
that we were able to be in school as long as we were. I can’t 
imagine how much more the students would have missed out 
on if we were not in school. 
 
Sarah Giffin
I can honestly say that I love my job.  I don’t know too many 
other people who can say that.  I love my kids, I love my co-
workers, and I love what this institution represents.  I am not 
sure that I realized how much I loved my job until I was forced 
to do it from home. 
The biggest challenge that arose from virtual learning for me 
was the ability to connect with students and gauge compre-
hension.  First, “People don’t care how much you know until 
they know how much you care.”  This is especially true of 
teens.  Relationship building is a cornerstone of the learning 
process, and I found it difficult to make sure that every learner 

felt known, valued, and engaged.  Next, so much of commu-
nication is nonverbal.  (Wearing masks has certainly taught 
us that lesson.)  I found it difficult to “read” the faces of my 
learners on a computer screen.  I found myself asking, “Does 
that make sense?” more frequently and sometimes left meets 
wondering if my audience grasped the new concepts I pre-
sented.  Additionally, “best practice” was nearly impossible.  
Generally, we begin with a focusing event (usually intended 
to activate prior knowledge), followed by guided practice, and 
end with independent practice, (and eventually, assessment).  
Google meet made this model difficult to follow.  As a side 
note, my eyes are basically shot from constant grading on a 
screen. (Yes, I tried the “UVA blocker” glasses.)
The greatest reward that arose from virtual learning involved 
improved tech literacy and a greater appreciation of all things 
Marquette.  We learned from the dinosaurs that we must 
“evolve or perish.”  This pandemic forced me to embrace tech-
nology, be it Google classroom, Google meet, digital cameras, 
or mountains of email.  (In case you were unaware…teachers 
are terrible students!)  Finally, definitively, and conclusively, I 
missed being at Marquette Academy High School, 1000 Paul 
Street, Ottawa, IL, 61350.  How did I miss thee?  Let me count 
the ways…
First, our students are phenomenal!  I have learned more 
from them than I will ever teach.  I believe we have some of 
the finest young men and women the world has to offer.  They 
truly give me hope for the future. I see God in all of them. I get 
a “snapshot” of their lives over four, transformational years.  
Surely, “my cup runneth over!”
Second, our faculty is incredible:
·         Rob Thompson and Michael Hall are getting it done in the 
“West Wing.”  They provide a great model of what it is to be a 
man, father, and son of God for our students on a daily basis. 
The small sacrifices for the greater good do not go unnoticed.  
·         Next, if Curtiss Johnson did not choose to come “home” 
to Marquette, our students would probably be forced into 
constant “digital learning” for Spanish.  Also, I hear he’s a 
pretty good ball player.  Good coaches are  hard to find.
·         Moving on, how about Jane Mills and Mark Vickroy?  I 
truly believe that they give a voice to students who otherwise 
wouldn’t have one.  The countless hours spent in rehearsal 
making pennies per hour are a true example of dedication. 
·         Speaking of pennies per hour, I almost forgot our athletic 
director, Mr. Todd P. Hopkins.  Between grounds-keeping, 
book-keeping, lifting, practicing, bus-riding, and coaching, I am 
certain that his job is a labor of love.  To witness the culmina-
tion of a man’s life’s work is truly inspirational.  (State Champi-
ons, baby!) 
·         Next to him, at least part of the time, sits Jeff Herkelman, 
a man who truly practices what he preaches, who has prob-
ably forgotten more about basketball than some will ever 
know.  Five miles runs, a healthy diet, and a regular workout 
routine are modeled on a regular basis for our kids. 
·         Heinz Suppan.  Need I say more? If I ever decide to search 

ing through the pandemic... My response may be longer than 
what you were looking for, but I feel like I could write a book 
on this, lol! Wow it has certainly been a crazy year!
 
As far as my biggest challenge through this experience, not 
only did I have to endure teaching through a pandemic, but 
it was also my very first year teaching right out of college! 
Talk about a hectic welcome to the world of teaching! It has 
certainly kept me busier than a bee. One challenge of teach-
ing through this time, considering my very first year of teach-
ing was during a pandemic, was that I missed out on some 
aspects of the first year excitement. I missed a lot of highly 
anticipated opportunities with my students. In a normal year, 
we would have attended numerous FFA events like competi-
tions, leadership conferences, career development events, 
community service events, and national conventions. It was 
so sad to see my FFA seniors not being able to attend these 
events one last time, and my freshman who don’t know much 
about these events missed out on their first, exciting year for 
attending these events. Besides missing FFA events, I feel 
that I missed out on many of the Marquette traditions that 
I was looking forward to as well, such as watching the home 
football games on a fall Friday night, the excitement of a fall 
homecoming parade, or supporting the girls at a basketball 
game, etc. 
However, the biggest challenge was the emotions that came 
when we were sent home in November to go virtual. I know 
most of our students have very good home lives, but there 
are schools out there where their students find their hap-
piness, safety, and only meals at school. As a teacher, it was 
heartbreaking to think about all those children sitting at 
home and not being able to attend school. Although I could 
still see my students through a computer screen and talk with 
them every day, it just was not the same; I missed being in the 
classroom with them. 
 
Although I faced numerous challenges throughout my first 
year teaching, I discovered many more rewards of teaching 
through the pandemic. First, I realized how fortunate I am 
to be at Marquette through this experience. Seeing how the 
staff reached out to me and offered help through my first-
year teaching in a pandemic was very heart-warming. I am 
so happy to be at Marquette and could not imagine teaching 
anywhere else. Secondly, I saw first-hand the impact that I 
can have on my students. This has certainly been a trying and 
difficult time for many of our students as they were facing 
new challenges in a school year and missing many of their 
favorite, usual activities. However, when we did get to do 
something with FFA or in class, the students really appreci-
ated and enjoyed getting to do something special, and they 
were very thankful about it. It has also opened up their eyes 
to be more appreciative of everything they took for granted 

before the pandemic, and I enjoyed reflecting about this with 
them and helping them to see how fortunate they really are. 
Overall, the pandemic brought many challenges, but one of 
the best rewards from it was to see all the good that still ex-
ists in our world, and especially at Marquette!
 
 Jane Zollars
The biggest challenge of teaching during the pandemic, for 
me, was my lack of experience using educational technology 
as a tool for my delivery when instructing.
 
That being said, the most rewarding part of teaching during 
a pandemic was learning how to implement, and now perma-
nently incorporate in my classroom curriculum, a variety of 
technology resources. I am also sooooo glad that the entire 
class is back together again!
 

Heather Miller
The biggest challenge is keeping a good balance between the 
virtual kids and the in-person kids throughout the day. 

The most rewarding part is seeing the kids thriving in school 
both academically and socially!
 

Alyson Cass
The biggest challenge of teaching during this pandemic is 
always making sure that I am meeting the needs of every 
student in my class while teaching in-person and to virtual 
learners.
 
The most rewarding part of teaching during this pandemic is 
being able to say that the majority of our students are learn-
ing in-person and have stayed healthy. The kids love being 
together, and their interaction with one another is so impor-
tant right now.
 

Wendy Frick
The biggest challenge was the technology curve required 
almost overnight in order to keep our students online via e-
learning.  Another challenge is the lack of deeper connections 
made through our pep rallies that foster school spirit and 
energize our students, teachers and staff.  What I miss most 
is seeing everyone’s smiles. 
 
The most rewarding part of working with children through 
the pandemic is seeing how adaptable our students have 
been. Our students have been exceptional during this pan-
demic. We have asked so much of them: from wearing a mask, 
to social distancing at lunch, in church and in gym class, as 



a hundred different accounts, and payroll are tasks that 
would baffle the average person.  The Diocese is always 
watching!  No pressure.  Then I show up and ask for dental 
information! Students and teachers can make mistakes, but 
they are not afforded that luxury.
·         Julie Verona and Danielle Entwistle are always on the 
hustle in the Advancement Office.  Danielle also doubles 
as an assistant to Mary Mann (as if she needs it).  Julie 
managed to pull off successful fundraisers during a global 
pandemic.  Also, she gladly helped me set up a fundraiser 
in the middle of planning May Merriment, and let’s face it…
that girl has style!
·         Brandi Peters is heavily vested in Marquette.  She 
shares her talent and heart with our athletes.  She docu-
ments their successes (and failures) and could be a profes-
sional photographer.  Marquette’s most eligible bachelor-
ette!
Fifth, the administration is dedicated and stretched thin.  
There were three administrators at my child’s grade school 
(town of 2300); there are six at her high school.  We have 
one per campus.  God bless them! 
·         I will begin with the Dean of Students, Mr. Glade.  Let’s 
face it:  if you are good at this job, you are often not well 
liked.  Mr. Glade started here as a football coach and P.E. 
teacher years ago.  He then became our super-sub and 
eventually an administrator.  He maintains a good rapport 
with students and manages to survive in an office full of 
women.  (That is not an easy task, even for the women.)
·         Next, I have to give credit to our unnamed Vice Princi-
pal and Administrative Assistant, Mindy McConnaughhay.  
To be clear, teachers, students, and administrators can be 
absent and the day continues smoothly.  When the adminis-
trative secretary is absent, operations come to a screeching 

halt!  (Shout out to Mary Mann!) Mindy answers phones 
with a positive attitude that I believe is genuine; this is 
quite a task considering the amount and nature of the calls 
she fields.  Also, she runs student council and any other club 
or organization that lacks sponsorship.  Athletic secretary, 
coach, sponsor, mentor, mom, wife…she does it all with 
style!  When I started teaching here, she was a junior in 
high school.  What an impressive woman you have become!
·         Speaking of impressive women, I do not think that I 
could walk in the shoes of Principal Brooke Rick for even 
one day.  She walks around with a fire extinguisher in one 
hand and a phone in the other!  She regularly attends 
meetings in Peoria, meetings in Ottawa, athletic events at 
both campuses, coaches her own kids’ teams, keeps a clean 
house (for at least a few hours at a time), and cooks healthy 
meals.  I almost forgot that she gets up at 4:30 a.m. to go 
to kettle-bell classes.  God must be on her side!  (Now that 
I typed all that out, I am thinking she makes the rest of us 
look bad.)
COVID quarantine took a lot away from all of us, but it 
gave me some time to think.  Marquette Academy survives 
because it is a great family / team.  That is why so many 
choose to come back home.  We are not here for the glory 
or the money.  We choose to play a humble role on a great 
team, following the plan that the Ultimate Coach / Manager 
dictates. The hours are long, the years fly by, and the legacy 
moves forward.  God, please continue to bless Marquette 
Academy!

Respectfully submitted,
Sarah Giffin

Don’t even get me started on the elementary campus!

Thank You to our Teachers and Staff!

for “the fountain of youth” I will only have to search within a 
two-block radius (between here and his house).  The man is so 
incredibly intelligent that he writes books in his spare time!
·         Cally Diss is a steal!  She brought renewed energy to 
the classroom and the FFA. She got students thinking about 
career paths and gave them hands-on opportunities to learn 
and network outside of the school while following “COVID 
protocol.”  Impressive. We will be lucky to keep her.
·         Kathryn Ewers is taking the W.Y.S.E. team to state, 
redecorating her daughter’s bedroom, teaching dual-credit 
classes, and flashing that million-dollar smile every day!  How 
truly fortunate we are to have her as the head of the science 
department.
·         Let’s hop across the hall.  Hello, Naomi Pickens! What a 
great blessing she is.  She is a child of God, mother of three, 
wife, and nurturer to all of her students.  I don’t think I have 
ever seen her negatively impact any situation.  I wish I could 
say the same about myself.
·      Cynthia Frost-Murphy teaches a foreign language (to me), 
math.  She has been holding
 down the math department since my debut tour.  I some-
times forget that she is there because
 she is always in her room grinding.  She sent brilliant children 
through MAHS. I was lucky
 enough to teach one and another continues to give back to 
MA by coaching volleyball.  She
 posts independent videos on her Teacherease website for 
each of the skill sets she teaches so
 that kids can access these mini-lessons at home.  Wow!
·         Down the stairs and to the right we find Emily Reardon.  
I have had the great pleasure of watching her become a truly 
impactful teacher.  She pushes rigor, relevance, and relation-
ships on a regular basis.  I thought that Mr. Myers would be 
impossible to replace as director of Fine Arts.  Emily proved 
me wrong.
·         If holidays had a secretary, she would be Debbi Snyder.  
Debbi brings positive energy and a loving heart.  Her love for 
her students and life in general is inspirational. I know that 
she will welcome me with open arms and ears anytime I have 
a problem.
·         Dorothy Fiesel juggles placement testing, transcripts, 
student-of-the-month responsibilities, eligibility issues, and 
always has a phone on her for students who might not survive 
(literally) without her guidance and support.  She does this 
while caring for her own family, trying to rescue her mother, 
and being a supportive friend.  The burden is heavy, yet she 
manages to carry it with a light heart.
·         Msgr. Halfacre was the chaplain at Marquette High 
School during my debut tour.  He has been told many times 
that he could not continue to teach while holding certain po-
sitions within the Church.  He chooses to follow his heart and 
his calling.  His ability to reach and convert the most stubborn 
hearts is remarkable.  He is a true example of Christ working 

through man.
·         Father Mattingly seamlessly transitioned into the role 
of chaplain and teacher.  He insists upon weekly Masses and 
offers students a chance for redemption through confessions.  
His door is always open.  He continues to build rapport with 
our students and faculty.
 
Third, at a time when people were frightened, weak, and 
isolated, we could no longer attend church.  I finally found Fa-
ther Jeremy Dixon (Marquette Hall-of-Famer) on a YouTube 
broadcast.
 
Fourth, our staff is wonderful:
·         Who works harder or laughs more than Nadine Vicich?  
Most days you can see your reflection on the floor.  Plus, she 
handles the summer crew (a.k.a. herds cats) like a champ!  I 
missed seeing her smiling face in the morning.
·         If I don’t make Lisa laugh or Barb angry every day, I feel 
like something is missing.  When they were asked to take on 
the additional title of “Great Keeper of the Thermometer” to 
keep all of us safe, they never even complained. (Honestly.)  I 
could tell you great stories about Barb, but she has ammo on 
me, as well.
·         Ms. Liz mans the other temp-check station, walks kids to 
the grade school every day, and holds down the study halls, 
which are sometimes overflowing with students from other 
classes.  Yet, she still manages to remain positive…“I’ll have 
what she’s having?”
·         My sweet, sweet Jaci Miller.  I have been given the 
unique opportunity to coach her and then watch her coach.  
(Think about that!)  Hey, Jaci, we need a JV softball coach; 
hey, Jaci, we need a JV basketball coach. She has overcome 
more obstacles than most face in a lifetime and keeps march-
ing forward for her children, her family, and our Marquette 
family.  I love her and am proud of her, (but I could probably 
not tell that to her face because neither of us are comfortable 
talking about our feelings).
·         I still feel Sandy Kotek in the building (and maybe see her 
try to fly in, occasionally).  She and Diane Whalen were here 
when I began teaching.  Sandy was in the development office 
and told me that she heard that I was the meanest teacher 
in the building.  When I smiled at her and said, “Really?” she 
was confused.  I told her that I guessed I could probably take 
it down a few notches.  Diane was the secretary in the main 
office.  I would have to place copy requests with her, and 
often she would ask me to sub when the religion class was 
unmanned and the kids were in the room playing the piano.  
These women have devoted their lives to God and Mar-
quette.  What a tremendous gift!
·         List Tenut has a certain glow about her (usually on pay-
day)! She still has her first-communion money.  If she doesn’t, 
Mary Roberson might.  Can you imagine the amount of paper 
they have to sort through on a regular basis?  Spreadsheets, 
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Boomin’ DJ
Brett Dyche State Farm 
B&R Machine
Canal Corridor Association
Canal Port
Carbo’s Sports Bar & Grill
Caribbean Tan
Carlson Auto Body
Carpet Weavers
Casa Mia
CatsEye Wine Bar 
Chuck’s Cheese
Cimco Recycling
Clark’s Run Antiques
Corner 230
Crossfit 350
Culver’s
Custom Apparel by Mary Martin
Dalhousie Golf Club
DanChris Nursery and Crafts 
Deer Park Golf Club
Deja Vu 
Designs & Signs by Anderson

THANK YOU TO OUR GENEROUS DONORS
Destihl Brewery 
Dittmer Farms
E. Illinois NECA-IBEW 176
Ebby George’s
Esther’s Sueno
Eyesite
Fairway Body Shop, Inc.
Farm & Fleet
Financial Plus CU
First Federal Savings Bank
First National Bank
Footcare Specialist
Ganiere Appraisal Service, LLC
Ganz Greenhouse
Garden’s Gate
Gladfelter-Roetker Funeral Home
Golden Rule Lumber
Graphic Electronics
Grays School of Dance
Halftime Restaurant
Hampton Inn
Handy Foods Hoop House
Harbor Shores on Lake Geneva
Heritage Harbor
Herman’s Package Store 02/01
HiWay Restaurant
Home Depot
Home Hardware 
HR Imaging Partners
Iconic
Identities
IIP Insurance Agency
Illini Lounge
Illinois Office Suppy
Illinois Valley Cellular
IVGA
Jackpot Slots
Jackpots Pub
Jeremiah Joe Coffee
Jerry’s Tap
Jim Boe Service
Jimmy John’s of Ottawa
JJ’s Pub on Main, Inc.
Jobst Monuments
John M. Conness, DDS
Joliet Slammers
Joy & Ed’s
JSP Minerals 
Jumer’s Casino & Hotel
Killelea Financial Services

Kindred Spirit 
Knights of Columbus Ottawa
La Fondita Mexican Grill
Laborers Local 393
Lady Di’s
Lee Nails
Limitless Body Sculpting
LKCS
Lodi Tap
Maid to Clean
Marseilles Bank
Marseilles Sheet Metal 
Mary’s Vintage Finds
Maurices
MB Metals-Mary Beth Feltman  
McConnaughhay & Sons Roofing
Midland States Bank 
MJ’s Embroidery
Mueller Funeral Home
Museum of Science and Industry
N&S Enterprises LLC
Nations AWP & Equipment
Novak & Rinker Veterinary Clinic
O’Brien Auto Team
Olive Gallery
O’Neal Distribution
O’Reilly Auto Parts
Ortiz Eye & Hearing Associates
OSF Healthcare
Ottawa Bakery 
Ottawa Catholic Community
Ottawa Children’s Dentistry
Ottawa Funeral Home
Ottawa Office Supply
Ottawa Savings Bank
Ottawa YMCA
Pavers & More
Platinum Tan
Polancic Meats, Inc.
Prairie Fox Books
Prairie State Tractor
Premier Orthodontics, Ltd.
Primary Market
Prime Quarter Steak House
PRP Wine
Quest Watersports
Red Dog Grill and American Seafood
Redbud Creek Farm
Renew from Head to Toe
Republic Services

Rip’s Tavern
Roenfeldt & Lockus P.C.
Route 6 Car Wash
Roxy Cinemas
Rural King
S&B Lawn Care
Salt Tree Yoga
Sam’s Pizza
Schott’s Pharmacy, Inc.
Senica’s Oak Ridge Golf Club
Shape Rap N Roll
Shearer Tree Service
Sherman’s
Smitty’s Bar & Grill
SOCU
Solon-Telford Funeral Home
St. Michael the Archangel Parish
Star Ford Rentals
Starved Rock Hot Glass
Starved Rock Popcorn & More
Stevenson Transfer
Steve’s Flooring
Tangled Roots/Lone Buffalo
Target
Taylor’s Way Lawn Care & Tree Service
TCG Property Mgmt
Teke’s Bar & Grill
Terpstra’s Floor Covering
The Bears Den
The Beaute’ Bar
The Cantlin Law Firm
The Cheese Shop
The First National Bank of Ottawa
The Hair Studio
Kevin Platt-The Shed
Brad Waldron-The Shed
Curt Johnson-The Shed
Thymeless
TPM Stems
US Silica
Vactor Manufacturing, Inc.
Van Duzer Jewelers
Walmart Distribution Center
Wedron Office
Wendy’s Saren Restaurants, Inc. 
Whalen Farms
Winding Creek Nursery
Woody’s Steakhouse
Your Interior Motives



RESTAURANT
Breakfast  •  Lunch  •  Dinner

Mine Banushi
Remzi Banushi

210 West Norris Drive  •  Ottawa, IL 61350  • 815-431-9431

Dine in or Carry Out
Cocktails Available!

ARCHER INK TATTOO

14508 S. Archer Ave. Ste. 2, Lockport, IL 60441
815-909-6767

USDA TOP CHOICE AND PRIME BEEF
HOMEMADE SAUSAGE  •  SEAFOOD

412 W. Norris Drive  Ottawa, IL 61350
Phone: 815-433-0324

Hours: 8 a.m. - 5:30 p.m.
Closed Sunday

Quality Meat Since 1950



GIFT GATHERINGS
John & Katie Nelson
Paul & Breck Craig

Mini Ravinia
Mary & Pete McGrath 
Diane & Charlie Mitchell 
Amy & Dan Thomas
Paula & Adolfo Gutierrez 
Jason and Ruby Clairmont 
Durdan Electric 
Garden’s Gate 
Shearer Tree Service

Rip’s Party Chairpeople
Mike & Beth Graham
Earl & Phyllis Donahue
Joe & Nicole Killelea
Jim & Nancy Conness 
Peg McGrath
Ray Kotek
Dan & Tricia McGrath
Mary Magoonaugh
   & Charlie Leake 
Jana & Jake Callahan 
Julie & Paul Verona

MM39 Volunteers

Acquisition Team  2020
Michelle Brooke
Jim Conway
Debbie Cottingim
Breck Craig
Deanna  Crowley
Paul & Tara DeMink
Earl & Phyllis Donahue
Bob & Cheryl Durdan 
Emily Durdan
Phyllis Durdan
Tricia Flavel
Judy Johnson
Lisa Killelea
Diane Lakan
Julie Lechtenberg
Pete & Mary McGrath
Charlie & Diane Mitchell
Penny Offermann
Michelle Pattelli 
Dan & Amy Thomas
Dianne Thompson

Julie Thumm
Maranda Trainor
Paul Verona
Pat Whalen

Auction Volunteers
Andrea Barker 
Brian Battestelli 
Julie Bowers
Matthew Bullock
Shelby Chalus
Jason & Crystal Clairmont
Jim & Susan Conway
Steve & Andrea Craig
Deanna  Crowley 
Maddie Dougherty 
Phyllis Donahue
Emily Durdan 
Amy & Tim Durdan 
Phyllis Durdan
Elizabeth Garcia
Janet Garland 
Jean Garland
Aldofo & Paula Guttierrez 
José & Josephina Guttierrez
Jessica Heinrich
Phil & Maribeth Hoffmann 
IBEW Local 176
Al Kammerer
Brenda Killelea
Nicole Killelea
Kim Kleckner 
Kent Knutson
Diane Kummer
Mark Larson
Julie Lechtenberg
Sara Markey
Sherry Martin
Sally McCallum
Amanda McEmery
Ginny Meo
Rick & Laurie Mullen
Nate Nelson
Lisa Neurohr
Neil & Roxie Neurohr
Randi Paquette 
Jo Parrott
Leo Petre
Madison Renner
Renee Rhoades
Kristen Smarsewski 

Ken & Jeannine Smith
Lisa Tenut
Ashlynn Thomas
Emma Thomas
Randy Thorsen 
Paul Verona
Nadine Vicich
Angel Weyer
Barb Wielgopolan

Student Workes
Mia Hayes
Darby Morganflash
Lauren Machetta
Eva McCallum
Alexia Solis
Paige Cottingim
Andrea Sanderson
Kaylee Killelea
Lindsey Kauffauman
Lauren Rayburn
Abby Thumm
Gwyn Verona
Mary Lechtenberg 
Jake Mitchell
Patrick McGrath
Jake Thomas
Will Fiesel
Evelyn Biggins
Albert Gutierrez
Luke Couch
Lucas Hoffmann
Hunter O’Dell
Wyatt Smith
Donnie Zitt
Evan Mann
Kaitlyn Magoonaugh
Nate Nelson
Izzy Garkey
Cody Ewers
Beau Ewers
Brady Ewers
Eliza Smith
Adian Thompson
Vinnie Battistelli
Kaitlyn Magoonaugh
Jake Mitchell
Molly Snook
Addie McConnaughhay
Mia Ferracuti
Victor Mullen

The Crusaderettes 
Abby Leskanich 
Kaitlyn Magoonaugh
Mikenna Stacy 
Abbey Thumm 
Sara Duchon 
Katie Hardin 
Ava Paris 
Gwyn Verona
Coach: Sarah Bullock

MAHS Cheer Squad
Molly Snook
Addie McConnaughhay
Andrea Sanderson
Darby Morganflash
Norah Bullock
Eva McCallum
Lauren Machetta
Ella Biggins
Lindsey Kuykendall
Reese Puleo
Aislynn Aussem 
Coach: Meaghan Martin

WITHOUT OUR GENEROUS 
DONORS AND SUPPORTERS, 
MAY MERRIMENT WOULD 
NOT BE POSSIBLE. 

Thank you for supporting 
our students and the vision 
of Marquette Academy.
** Every effort has been 
made to assure the  
accuracy of these listings. 
Please forgive any  
errors or omissions. **

CHAIRPERSONS
Mary & Pete McGrath 
Diane & Charlie Mitchell 
Amy & Dan Thomas
 
PAST CHAIRPERSONS 
Dennis & Debbie Allen
Don & Dee Anderson 
Andrea & Tim Barker
Scott & Mary Ellen Batty
Dee & Lori Bennett
Gary & Deborah Berggren
Gino & Gayle Bianchi
Guy & Barb Buciferro
Butch  & Sandy Burns
Diane Cannon
John & Rose Casey
Jerry & Joyce Centoni
Dr. Dan & Lisa Cheatham
Jim & Nancy Conness
Jim & Teresa Conness
Dr. John & MaryLu Conness
Dee & Deanna Crowley
Kevin & Emily Dale
Barry & Jan Denton
Earl & Phyllis Donahue
Glen & Judy Dougherty 
Mike & Mary Driscoll
Frank & Lois Dunn 
Bill & Phyllis Durdan
Bob & Cheryl Durdan
Tim & Amy Durdan 
Mary & Brett Dyche

Mike & Sue English
Tim & Kathy Farrell
Bob & Janet Fennewald
Jim & Nancy Fewell
Chuck & Diane Funk  
Brian & Jean Garland
Roy & Janet Garland
David & Lisa Gerding
German & Kathy Gonzalo
Pat & Janet Graham
Bill & Sudie Gretencord
John & Sue Grieves
Ken Haben
Fran & Cindi Herrera
Mike & Kay Hughes
Tom & Vicky Katrein
Pat Kaufmann
Tom Kaufmann 
Juli Kent 
Lisa Killelea
Steve & Laurie Killelea
Ray & Sandy Kotek
Joe & Hilda Lanuti 
Julie & Greg Lechtenberg
Tom & Sherri Martini 
Sally & Brian McCallum 
Mindy & Jamie McConnaughhay
Karen McCormick 
Ed & Rosemary McGinnis
Jim & Alice McGinnis 
Peg McGrath
Larry & Bonnie McGrogan 
Beth Melvin

Jim & Norma Messaglia
Dave & Janet Meyer
Jeff & Chris Newbury
Jack & Mary Jo Novotney 
Karen & Nelson Nussbaum
Joe & Muriel O’Brien
Barry & Clara O’Neal
Bill & Josephine Parrott
Donna Pearson
Tom & Susan Pichman
Don & Pam Price
Pat & Nancy Reinhardt
Pat & Joanie Resendiz
David & Renee Rhoades
Dan & Linda Reynolds
Terry & Jody Rix
Bob & Nancy Rogowski
Paul & Sally Salt
Chuck & Cathy Scherer
Brad & Peggy Strever 
Kathleen & Scott Sypniewski
Dianne Thompson  
Chris & Dave Tkach 
Debbie Thumm 
Bill & Phyllis Walsh
Bob & Sue Walton
Lou & Marilyn Weber
Steve & Crystal Wenzel
Maureen Wolfe
Leonard & Sonia Young

Thank you!
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

Marquette May Merriment XXXIX      www.bidpal.net/mmm39Marquette May Merriment XXXIX      www.bidpal.net/mmm39



ST. MICHAEL THE ARCHANGEL PARISH
513 S. Shabbona St, Streator, IL 61364

Phone: (815) 672-2474

1440 N. Columbus
Ottawa, IL 61350

815-433-0334

YOU KNOW
WHEN

IT’S 
REAL.

1520 W Norris Dr, Ottawa, IL 61350
(815) 433-0031

A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE 

FOLLOWING GOLD SPONSORS.

Your generosity helps keep dreams alive
for Marquette Academy students. 

Mnsr. Phillip Halfacre

To support 

Marquette Academy students,

visit our Auction website at

www.bidpal.net/mmm39

Mueller Funeral Home
Lostant (815) 223-0184

Mueller Funeral Home
Ottawa (815) 434-4433

Prey-Mueller Funeral Home
Oglesby (815) 883-8336

Mueller-Pagani Funeral Home
LaSalle (815) 223-0096

Mueller Funeral Home 
Peru (815) 223-0184

Committed to the Families we Serve.

www.muellerfh.com



OTTAWA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

ST. Columba PARISH

122 W. Washingnton St.  |  Ottawa, IL 61350
815-433-0700

www.saint-columba.com

OTTAWA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

ST. FRANCIS PARISH

820 Sanger Street  |  Ottawa, IL 61350
815-434-0969

www.stfrancisparishot.org

OTTAWA CATHOLIC COMMUNITY

ST. Patrick PARISH

726 W. Jefferson St.  |  Ottawa, IL 61350
815-434-0768

www.ottawastpatrick.com

THANK YOU GOLD SPONSORS

(815) 615-8740

HR IMAGING PARTNERS
4105 Progress Drive  |  Ottawa, IL 61350

(815) 433-1869

Ottawa
Funeral Home

Our Goal is to Exceed Your Expectations

1111 LaSalle Street  |  Ottawa, IL 61350

Phone: 815-433-0300   |   Fax: 815-433-0357
Email:   ottawafuneralhome@gmail.com

KNIGHTS 
OF COLUMBUS

STARVED ROCK COUNCIL #634

401 Main St. Ottawa, IL 61350
815-433-4585

Ottawa’s favorite spot to grab a beer, burger,  
and enjoy a casual, friendly atmosphere.

104 W Main St, Ottawa, IL 61350  |  815-431-1816

THOMAS G. GANIERE
CERTIFIED RESIDENTIAL APPRAISER

APPRAISING  
1 - 4 UNIT RESIDENTIAL
PROPERTIES SINCE 1992



THANK YOU 

to our Mobile Bidding Sponsors:

THANK YOU 

to our Website Sponsors:

Brett Dyche - State Farm        Ottawa Savings Bank       Vactor      Midland States Bank



THANK YOU
for supporting

Marquette  
Academy!

www.bidpal.net/mmm39


