
A “Thank You Note” to All of You Who Support our Catholic Schools

     “My name is Gareth Kent, and I just recently graduated from Marquette Academy High School in 
Ottawa, Illinois. Unlike many of my former classmates who entered the Catholic school system in 
grade school, I came to Marquette Academy as an incoming high school freshman. Throughout my 
years at Marquette, I grew closer to God and matured a great deal spiritually. This past Easter, I was 
received into the Catholic Faith and was Confirmed along with two other Marquette students. We 
were not Catholic when we first came to Marquette, but because of what we learned and what we 
were able to experience throughout our time in a Catholic school setting, we felt a strong urge to 
become part of the Catholic Faith. Without the spiritual guidance and knowledge that was offered to 
me through Catholic education, I would not be the man I am today. 
     When I first came to Marquette, I knew next to nothing about the Catholic Faith – or even religion 
in general. My mother, my brother, and I went to church when I was younger, but I never really paid 
much attention. The three of us stopped going entirely when my parents got divorced. There you 
have it, the story of religion in my life . . . until Marquette. Like all Catholic schools, Marquette 
requires its students to take and pass a religion course every semester. It was during these classes 
that I was first able to grasp a part of my life that had never been present. I distinctly remember a 
unique transition taking place in my first-year religion class. We would always pray before class, 
which would be a constant in every class. We would have days where we could ask our teacher any 
questions we had regarding the faith. It was during these times that some of the best learning took 
place. Our teacher would give us direct answers to our questions, many of which could never be 
discussed in a public school setting. My class would also have days where we would go sit in the 
chapel and simply be in the presence of God. Along with frequently going to the chapel, the whole 
school (kindergarten through 12th grade) would go over to St. Columba Church where our chaplain 
would offer Mass during the school day. Each of these experiences was extremely foreign to me at 
first, but they helped me to unearth a part of my life that may never have been discovered had I not 
attended Marquette. 
     Looking back on high school, having just recently graduated, several of my fondest memories come 
from experiences that are distinctly unique to Catholic school students. For example, every year the 
Senior Class, along with a select few juniors, and a couple members of the faculty go on a retreat. 
During these few days together, the class grows closer with one another and with God. It was when I 
was chosen to attend this retreat during my Junior Year that I began to contemplate seriously my 
conversion to Catholicism. During this time, I got to hear fellow classmates and faculty members talk 
about the hardships they have experienced and how their faith has been one of the only constants in 
their lives.  A Catholic education offers such opportunities other schools simply cannot.
     Is Catholic schooling expensive? Yes. Is it time consuming? Yes. Is it hard work for everyone 
involved in keeping the doors of Catholic schools open? Most certainly. Yet there is no doubt in my 
mind that my parents do not regret a single penny they paid to send me to Marquette. There are 
certain things in life that transcend the monetary value associated with them, and a Catholic 
education is one of them. Many things that are worthwhile do not come easily. So to all of you who 
have supported our Catholics schools – I sincerely thank you.     
     Even if you don’t always see first-hand the fruits of your sacrifices, when you promote and fund 
Catholic education, you are changing people’s lives.” 

Gratefully, 
Gareth Kent, Marquette Academy 
Class of 2019 
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$50

$100

$250

$500

Homecoming class door decorating

Average Cost for one social media ad

One Basketball or Volleyball (IHSA Regulation )

Monthly phone bill  for Elevator and After Care phones 

Supplies for Freshman icebreaker 

12 pack of regulation  softballs/baseballs

Carton of school letterhead

Postage for school mail per month

Cost of a newspaper ad for one day

Daily Transportation Cost (bussing to field trips, athletics, driver compensation, insurance, fuel)

Monthly Tuition for one student (average) 

Monthly Safety Checks and Drug Testing

Daily Expenses (garbage pickup, utilities, maintenance, school grounds)

IT Services per month

Student Text Books per month

Copy Machines per month (paper, maintenance, leases) 

Half Year Tuition for one student (average)

Safety Glass for High School

Daily Salaries (both campuses, teachers, staff and coaches) 

Yearly Tuition for one student (average)

Having an experience like Gareth Kent.

$1500

$2500

$5000
Priceless

Join the MA family!
433-1199 or 433-0125
marquetteacademy.net

Marquette Academy celebrates
Catholic Schools Week 2019!

WE ALL WANT THE BEST FOR OUR CHILDREN.
Learning that promotes spiritual, academic, social and physical 

growth. Marquette Academy delivers that education.

This quotation is displayed in the commons area at Marquette Academy HS for all to 

see when they enter.  It is a constant reminder of why we exist.  For over 160 years, 

Marquette boasts a strong academic curriculum and a pride in our extra-curricular 

and athletic achievements.  However, our major pride and achievement is in educat-

ing the whole mind in the faith of our church.  We instill values of kindness, integrity 

and respect.  Thousands of Marquette alumni have achieved many professional 

successes, and have become outstanding parents, grandparents, and respected 

citizens in their communities.  We are equally proud of those that have accepted and 

embraced our faith through the priesthood and sisterhood, and who have taken God 

into their lives because of what they have been taught here.  With your help, we will 

continue to produce well-rounded individuals in the likeness of God. 

“Be it known to all who enter 
here that CHRIST is the 

reason for this school.  He is 
the unseen but ever present 
teacher in its classes.  He is 

the model of its faculty and the 
inspiration of its students.”  

Author unknown.

Your Gift helps us take care of the details that add up to the
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